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OLD COAST ROAD–STICKS BOULEVARD INTERSECTION, ERSKINE 

Grievance 

MRS L.A. MUNDAY (Dawesville) [9.23 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Transport; Planning on 
the issue of road safety at the intersection of Old Coast Road and Sticks Boulevard in Erskine, which is a suburb 
in my electorate of Dawesville. I would like to start by thanking Minister Saffioti for visiting my electorate recently 
and personally taking the time to see some of the intersections that have become very dangerous along Old Coast 
Road. There have been an alarming number of accidents at the intersection of Sticks Boulevard and Old Coast Road, 
especially in the last five years, which has raised concerns among many residents. Being a former paramedic, I also 
share their worry and frustration. 

Since being elected just over a year ago, one of my main priorities coming into this job was the improvement of 
road safety. After attending a number of crashes as a paramedic, while working out of both the Mandurah and 
Dawesville depots, along the whole length of Old Coast Road and the Dawesville Bypass, I know firsthand how 
important it is for drivers to feel safe and secure on the roads. I have witnessed the impact that accidents have on 
individuals and their families when drivers have not been safe and secure on the roads. 

Between December 2015 and December 2020, there were 20 reported crashes at the intersection of Old Coast Road 
and Sticks Boulevard. One required hospitalisation, two required medical treatment and the remaining 17 caused 
damage to property. Many constituents have emailed me with their road safety concerns including Ciaran, who 
works as a paramedic and also lives in the area. Ciaran stated — 

The Sticks Boulevard intersection with Old Coast Rd is a safety concern for me—there is often heavy 
traffic passing, with poor visibility for cars turning onto Old Coast Road, and often multiple cars pulling 
into the turning lane between the two directions of traffic. There is often a back up of traffic down this 
road as cars wait for a clear space to turn onto the road. 

My wife and I drive down to the next intersection of Bower Drive to enter onto Old Coast Road, as the 
traffic lights are much safer, even when it is in the wrong direction from where I am driving. I believe this 
intersection is unsafe, and would like to see some change. We have been living in the area for two years 
now, and traffic is getting busier. 

In addition, my electorate has experienced rapid growth over the last 15 years, with our population of just over 9 000 
expected to grow by 49 per cent by 2036. Having lived in Peel for 10 years of my life, I have personally seen this 
growth. The section of Old Coast Road north of Sticks Boulevard is used by approximately 40 000 vehicles per 
day. Recent changes in the area, including the opening of Boundary Island Brewery and the last stage of the Osprey 
Waters land development, along with the residential growth in and around the City of Mandurah, has also impacted 
the road network. Given these high figures, my experience working as a paramedic in the area for many years and 
hearing from a growing number of concerned residents as a member of Parliament, I have taken a stand in the 
chamber today to highlight to the minister this widespread and dangerous issue that my constituents face on 
a regular basis. More ongoing development and an increasing population will only see an increase in accidents and 
near misses. 
This is not the only intersection along Old Coast Road that is experiencing problems. Also, between December 2015 
and December 2020, Oakleigh Drive has recorded 19 reported crashes, one of which required hospitalisation, five 
required medical treatment and the remaining 13 involved property damage. I have included the intersection at 
Oakleigh Drive in my grievance today to demonstrate that two of our major intersections along Old Coast Road 
have similar frightening crash statistics. These are too high and cannot be ignored. As development occurs and the 
population increases, these need to be considered as a high priority and looked at for improvement. The intersection 
of Old Coast Road and Rees Place in Wannanup is another area of concern. Over the last five years, it recorded 
five crashes, one of which required hospitalisation, with the remaining three causing property damage. 
Unfortunately, a recent tragic example occurred over the Easter break when a motorcyclist was killed in a crash 
on Saturday, 16 April on Old Coast Road near the Dawesville Bypass. Our thoughts are with the victim’s family and 
friends. The Dawesville community has rallied in support. I have had an incredibly high volume of correspondence 
since this accident occurred, again voicing people’s concerns, such as Brian and his wife, Beverley, who live in 
my electorate. They explained that over the past five years they have noticed the increasing frequency of accidents 
occurring on the intersection leading into the bypass. Given the continuous developments such as shopping centres, 
new homes and new schools in the area, the likelihood of accidents occurring will only increase. Brian and Beverley 
even had a friend of theirs spend three months in hospital as a result of being T-boned at this spot. They, too, would 
like to see change. 
As the minister can see, the issue of road safety is widely felt across all the suburbs of the Dawesville electorate 
and has affected this area for an extensive time. My residents would like various solutions to reduce the number 
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of crash and death statistics along Old Coast Road and the Dawesville Bypass. Some have suggested reducing 
the speed limit and others have suggested installing traffic lights or slip lanes. Many choose to take a longer, 
complicated route to avoid these areas of traffic because they are worried about their safety. As I mentioned at 
the beginning, the Minister for Transport has already demonstrated her commitment to looking at improving 
road safety along Old Coast Road and I respectfully ask her for her support on this issue and highlight the need 
for a thorough investigation into solutions to improve road safety. I thank the minister for allowing me to give this 
grievance today.  
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.29 am]: I thank the member for Dawesville for 
that grievance. Of course, the member for Dawesville, being a former paramedic, is quite aware of the trauma and 
the devastation that car crashes bring to families. Her experience in that area is paramount in understanding how 
we can all work together to improve safety. 
As the member for Dawesville highlighted, I spent some time with the member looking at some of the intersections 
that have been highlighted to understand some of the traffic pressures in that area. When we were there, I realised 
how busy that area is with local commuters. We do not often take that route anymore, so it was quite incredible to 
see how much traffic is there. 
A member interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We did it after school. As I said, in March I visited the intersections that the member outlined. 
Prior to the last election, of course, one of the key commitments we made was to duplicate the Mandurah Estuary 
Bridge, which is just two kilometres north of some of the intersections highlighted by the member. We were 
very pleased to secure $110 million for the improvement of that bridge. Although it is busy now, we expect the 
issue will worsen a bit when the bridge is being improved. We are trying to manage the efficient movement of 
local residents around the area, together with the safety of the local road network. As a result of the member’s 
work, we are aware of the many community concerns about intersections such as the ones at Oakleigh Drive and 
Sticks Boulevard. Also, as the member highlighted, the recent openings of local businesses have increased pressure 
on that road network. 
As a result of our visit, we have recently undertaken a number of inspections across Mandurah and Pinjarra and 
identified the roads and intersections that need upgrades. Oakleigh Drive and Sticks Boulevard have been identified 
as high priorities for improvement. This will now trigger a full traffic study of those roads. That will include 
undertaking video-monitoring of these intersections to capture driver behaviour and patterns of congestion. We 
will also analyse pedestrian movements. Again, as the member highlighted, when we drove the streets, we noticed 
a number of schools and shopping centres, so there is a lot of pedestrian movement in that area. We are looking at 
the volume of crossings by students and parents from nearby schools like Halls Head Primary School, Halls Head 
College, South Halls Head Primary and Frederick Irwin Anglican School. 

The traffic data from the study will help us to identify the measures that are required to improve those intersections 
across the area. The sorts of measures that the study will recommend could include assessing the appropriateness 
of existing speed limits, signalled intersections, additional or extended turn pockets, improved signage and sightlines 
and any clearing that might be required. As I said, the study will help us prioritise works and then we will be able 
to seek funding and undertake those works. 

I thank the member for highlighting these issues. It was very good to understand exactly the pressure those roads 
are under. I am very, very keen to see my department undertake that traffic study and work together in the future 
to improve safety in that area. 
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